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mainly on the produce of their flocks and herds, and the
country shows the same signs of misrule, ruin, and decay
thfctt are elsewhere visible in Asiatic Turkey. " Except
around Bagdad the traveller now sees hardly a trace of
the date-groves, the vineyards, and the gardens which
excited the admiration of Xenophon " (M'Coan).

5. Climate.

The Armenian climate, pleasant enough in spring
and autumn, is excessively severe in winter and summer.
During the long winter months from October to May
the ground is mostly covered with snow, while the mid-
summer heats are most oppressive. These conditions
also prevail in Kurdistan, where, however, the variations
of temperature are not so great as farther north. Here,
also, the winter is of shorter duration, with correspond-
ingly longer springs and autumns. In Mesopotamia the
mild but short winters become the pleasantest pajt of
the year. But they are succeeded by sultry summers,
during which the plains become scorched and bare.
Here the Samiel, or " poison wind," prevails in the same
season ; and the disease known as the " Aleppo button,"
or " Bagdad date-mark," is seldom absent from the towns
fringing the desert. This mysterious affection, which is
probably caused by the bite of a fly, though troublesome
is never fatal, usually lasting about a twelvemonth. No
cure has yet been discovered, but some doctors claim to
possess the power of driving it from one part of the body
to another.

Throughout the Mesopotamian basin the annual
rainfall is below the average. Summer is everywhere
very dry, but much snow, falls on the uplands in
winter; and in Upper Mesopotamia abundant rains
prevail from December to March. Farther south vege-